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May 4, 1989
DISTINGUISHED SPEAKERS TO ADDRESS HUMAN RIGHTS IN CHINA
AT UM'S MANSFIELD CONFERENCE MAY 22-23.
MISSOULA —

A former political prisoner, the leading intellectual in
China, an ambassador and prominent scholars will address "Rising
Expectations in China and Human Rights" at the Mansfield
Conference May 22-23 at the University of Montana.
"We believe it is not only a very significant topic,"
Mansfield Center Director Paul Lauren says, "but also one that is
having a great impact upon China today--as evidenced by the daily
reports of student demonstrations in Beijing--and by extension on
others around the world."

The topic combines the center's two

interests of ethics and public affairs and modern Asian affairs.
The conference speakers are Cheng Nien, former political
prisoner and author of the best seller "Life and Death in
Shanghai;

Liu Binyan, Chinese writer and critic of the Chinese

Communist Party; Ding Yuanhong, ambassador for China to the
United Nations; Lucien Pye, Ford professor of political science
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology; and Andrew Nathan,
professor of political science at Columbia University.
"Mr. Liu and Ms. Cheng represent the cutting edge of
intellectual activity in modern Chinese history," Mansfield
Professor Philip West says.

"Professors Pye and Nathan are among

the foremost American scholars on contemporary China, and
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Ambassador Ding will help the conference participants to see more
clearly the problems confronting the Chinese government as it
opens up and raises expectations in China."
The free conference, funded by the Burlington Northern
Foundation, is open to the public.

All lectures will be in the

Montana Theatre of UM's Performing Arts and Radio/Television
Center.
On Monday, May 22, the speakers will be Pye, Liu and Cheng.
Pye, who was born in China of missionary parents, will discuss
"The Individual and Society in China and America" at 10 a.m.

He

holds advanced degrees form Yale University and has been
president of the American Political Science Association and a
trustee of the Asia Foundation.
"China:

Among his 21 published books are

An Introduction" and "Asian Power and Politics:

Cultural Dimensions of Authority."
At 3 p.m. Liu, who the New York Review says is "the
preeminent intellectual advocating reform in China today," will
discuss "'Opening to the Outside World' and Intellectual Freedom
in China."

He joined the Chinese Communist Party in 1945.

For

criticizing the party, however, he was labeled a "rightest" in
1957 and silenced for 22 years.

"Restored" to favor after the

Cultural Revolution, he resumed writing.

In 1987 he was ousted

from the Communist Party for his outspoken views on party
corruption and power abuse.

This spring he is a Nieman Fellow at

Harvard University.
more
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Cheng, a political prisoner in solitary confinement for more
than six years during China's Cultural Revolution, will present
"The Legacy of the Cultural Revolution" in a lecture at 7 p.m.
Time magazine described the story of her imprisonment as "the
extraordinary story of an extraordinary woman."
On Tuesday, May 23, the speakers will be Nathan and Ding.
Nathan, a foremost authority today on human rights in China, will
discuss "'Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness' in the
Chinese Context" at 3 p.m.

The co-author of "Human Rights in

Contemporary China," he also has contributed to political science
and Asian studies journals.

He holds degrees from Harvard

University.
The conference will conclude with Ambassador Ding's lecture
at 7 p.m. on "The Current Reforms, Economic Progress and Human
Rights."

During his many years in the Chinese foreign service,

Ding served as fellow of the Institute of International Studies
and the director of the Policy Development Department.

He also

was adviser to the Chinese delegation to the United Nations when
the People's Republic of China was admitted to that body in 1971.
For more information call the Mansfield Center at the
University of Montana, phone (406) 243-2988.
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